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Shipping and Ports in the TWSC 
• High social and economic importance, among 

the busiest areas, Wadden Sea is sensitive to 
the impact from shipping 

 

• It is considered among the priority issues for 
TWSC but sensitive and challenging  

– i.a. PSSA 2002, WSP, Sylt Declaration 
2010, Tønder Declaration 2014, and 
SOUV 

– Addressed in the past in i.a. TG-Shipping 
and Shipping Group of the WSF 

 

• Increasing concerns of the society of the 
Wadden Sea Region about negative impacts 
of the shipping business expressed by WSF, 
WST, Advisory Boards 

www.marinetraffic.com 

Density map 2019 and  

vessels active today at 10:00  



Shipping and Ports Activities in TWSC 

1. 

QSR  

Thematic Report 

2. 

SIMP  

key topic 

3. 

Round Table 

„Shipping 

Safety“ 

4.  

Partnership 

Hub - WST  

proposal 

WSF organising and 

conducting: 

 

1. Stakeholder analysis 

2. Interviews with selected 

stakeholders prior to the 

round table meeting on  

- Expectations 

- Aims 

- Motivations 

3. Conducting a survey 

with identified 

stakeholders on 

- Expectations 

- Aims 

- Motivations 

- Who else to invite 

4. Drafting a composition 

who 

Roles/ 

Tasks 

CWSS, TG-WH,  

TG-M, RT 

WSF with support of 

TG-M and CWSS 

Partnership Hub  

general role and WST  

proposal 

CWSS, TG-MA, 

TG-M, authors 

CWSS coordinates the  

QSR development and 

communication with 

support of TG-MA in 

consultation with TG-M 

 

QSR author provides:  

• Status and trends 

• Assessment: conflicts of 

shipping and the OUV, 

opportunities, status of 

implementation of PSSA 

(expert assessment and 

in coordination with 

SIMP) 

• Recommendations 

TG-WH oversees the overall 

SIMP development. 

 

TG-M is responsible for the 

topic shipping and ports (esp. 

Concept on Awareness and 

Education), supports the 

development of the content of the 

SIMP key topic and the RT. 

 

CWSS coordinates the 

development of the content of the 

SIMP (based on QSR, common 

ground and legal framework, 

coordinates with RT, PH). 

 

SIMP benefits from the RT’s 

discussions on potential 

activities/procedures/agreements 

to improve the exchange and 

coordination in shipping and 

ports’ matters. 

PH is in a pilot phase and 

follows a pragmatic approach. 

It explores initiatives, supports, 

assembles and facilitates the 

communication within the 

Partnership with the aim of 

achieving common projects to 

sustain the Outstanding 

Universal Value of WSWH and 

to enhance ownership. 

 

Task: at this stage the PH 

offers support to the further 

development and 

implementation of the WST 

project proposal. The PH 

will also try to complement 

existing efforts with the aim 

of supporting further joint 

activities. 



contributes to supports 

feedback 

supports 

contributes to 

Partnership Hub  

complements existing initiatives 
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WSF – Shipping and Ports 

Round Table „Shipping Safety“ 
 

Dr. Frank Ahlhorn 
Managing Director 

Forum for the trilateral Wadden Sea Region (WSF) 



WSF – Shipping and Ports 

State-of-affairs – Round Table „Shipping Safety“ 

• Work started by Manfred Vollmer (retired since August 2020) 

 

• Comprehensive Trilateral Stakeholder Analysis (under the auspice of the Lower Saxon 

National Park Authority Wadden Sea): 

 

– More than 50 stakeholder groups identified 

– Governmental bodies on different levels 

– Non-governmental bodies, e.g. related to nature, shipping, ports, pilots, etc. 

– Selected telephone and live interviews (in-depth) 



WSF – Shipping and Ports 

State-of-affairs – Round Table „Shipping Safety“ 

• Preliminary results of the online survey: 

– Responders: 20 out of 50 (40%) 

• 40% (green) NGO 

• 35% Government 

• 25% Associations/Organisations 

 

– Basic attitude: cooperation and collaboration 

 

– Main items mentioned: 

• Information exchange 

• Raise mutual understanding 

• Jointly improve Wadden Sea protection 

• Balancing of economic development and ecologic preservation 



WSF – Shipping and Ports 

State-of-affairs – Round Table „Shipping Safety“ 

Preliminary suggestion for the  

composition of the  

Round Table “Shipping Safety” 

 

1. Getting  

 acquainted 

 updated 

2. Information on 

 SIMP & World Heritage site 

 MSC Zoe 

3. Identify urgent matters 

No. Status Institution Country

1 Government Danish Naval Command DK

2 Government Ministry of Environment and Food of Denmark DK

3 Government Danish Maritime Authority DK

4 Government DanPilots DK

5 Government Dutch Coast Guard NL

6 Government Ministry for Infrastructure and Water Management NL

7 Government Rijkswaterstaat Noord-Nederland NL

8 Government Havariekommando D

9 Government
Bundesministerium für Verkher und Digitale 

Infrastrutkur (BMVI)
D

10 Government
Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz und 

nukleare Sicherheit (BMU) 
D

11 Government
Niedersächsisches Ministerium für Umwelt, Energie, 

Bauen und Klimaschutz (MU)
D

12 Government
Ministerium für Energiewende, Landwirtschaft, 

Umwelt, Natur und Digitalisierung (MELUND)
D

13 Government Wasserstraßen- und Schifffahrtsverwaltung (WSV) D

14 Association Bundesverband der See- und Hafenlotsen D

15 Municipalities/NP Omgevingsberaad Waddengebied NL

16 Municipalities/NP Nds. D

17 Municipalities/NP SH D

18 Advisory Counseling Danish WS DK

19 Shipowner NL? NL

20 Shipowner VDR D

21 Shipowner Danish Shipping DK

22 NGO’s Wadden Sea Team Trilateral

23 Ports Cooperation of Wadden Sea Harbours Trilateral?

24 Janne Liburd (chair) Trilateral

25 Frank Ahlhorn (secretary) Trilateral



INTERNSHIP  

SHIPPING AND PORTS 

 

Marine Perrin 

Law of the Sea and Maritime Activities Masters Programme 

University of Nice 



Mission: Creating a database on shipping and ports regulations in the Wadden Sea  

 

Various uses (for example):  

• Overview of the legal framework in the 3 Wadden Sea countries from the 
international to the local level 

• To understand the implementation/transposition of international level tools into 
national/local regulations. 

• Understand and visualise the regulations applied in the different areas of the 
Wadden Sea 
 

 

  National Park  

  Wadden Sea Lower Saxony 

Legal reference : Gesetz über den Nationalpark 

„Niedersächsisches Wattenmeer“ (NWattNPG) 

  Wadden Sea  

  Particularly Sensitive Sea Area 

Legal reference : Resolution MEPC 101(48) 

Identification of the Wadden Sea as a PSSA 
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www.solas-int.org 

• Base for reflexion:  
E.g. of the issue regarding “open loop sulphur scrubbers” in the Wadden Sea 

 

 



 The legal database is a support to identify regulations connected to one issue 
which could potentially be more efficiently addressed through a common dynamic 

between the three Wadden Sea countries.  
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Below additional slides that might 
help answser questions 

 



10 OUV key values 

Defined in the Climate Vulnerability Index analysis and used in the SIMP 


