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1. How to use the Handbook

a. TMAP Handbook data base 

The TMAP Monitoring Handbook is stored in the MS Access© database 'tmap_guidelines.mdb'. To change content or functionality of the database MS Access is needed. An HowTo about the TMAP handbook database is available with  'tmap-guidelines-documentation-1.2_20080505.pdf'.
b. Export to HTML

The content of the database can easily be exported to a HTML version of the TMAP Monitoring Handbook. Requirements are an installed Java Runtime Environment, which is most cases already installed on PCs. To export the database into HTML start the program 'make_tmap_hanbook.bat' for Windows or 'make_tmap_hanbook.sh' for UNIX. 
The HTML pages should be exported to folder 'guidelines' respectively in a folder where also Cascading Style Sheets (*.css), photos, pictures, logos etc. are stored. 
c. Database documentation

The database model is documented in: tmap-guidelines-documentation-1.2_20080505.pdf
2. Description of the Handbook
The TMAP Handbook is intended to provide common guidelines for monitoring of parameters which are measured in the Wadden Sea in the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Program (TMAP) under the umbrella of the Dutch-German-Danish Trilateral Cooperation on the Protection of the Wadden Sea. 

The TMAP Handbook has been developed by the Interrreg IIIB HARBASINS project in 2005 – 2998. It will be maintained by the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat and provides a framework for future technical adaptations and amendments of the Wadden Sea monitoring program.

The TMAP Handbook has been a pilot project to prepare an integrated monitoring and assessment concept for a coherent coastal ecosystem shared by three countries (NL, D, DK). It matches the various approaches and instruments for management, monitoring and assessment and combines the requirements of the EU Water Framework, Habitats and Birds Directives and other relevant agreements. Therefore, it also serves as example of an integrated coastal zone monitoring for other coastal areas. 

The TMAP Monitoring Handbook is a tool that combines monitoring in the field with the various levels of assessment and reporting requirements by the EU and other international programmes. It contains: 

· An overview of all relevant monitoring requirements and assessment tools, 

· A list of monitoring parameters and parameter groups, 

· Monitoring methods, 

· Monitoring stations and maps, 

· A list of responsible authorities and contact persons, 

The TMAP Monitoring Handbook is an interactive system based on a relational database which allows different surveys on the monitoring programme in relation to the different monitoring and reporting requirements. This allows different overviews on the monitoring programme either from various EU Directives, OSPAR or other programmes (CMS, Ramsar). The TMAP Monitoring Handbook thus connects the ecosystem view with the (partly) sectoral or non-Wadden Sea views of the other conventions and Directives and lays the foundation of further harmonization of tools and approaches.

The complete TMAP Handbook is electronically accessible at the CWSS website (www.waddensea-secretariat.org) and will be maintained and further developed as an electronic version. 

